HISTORY OF KAWANHEE

A remarkable story unfolds in the search to construct a brief history of Camp
Kawanhee. Born near Portland, Maine, two brothers, George R. Frank, a teacher
in Columbus, Ohio, and Raymond C. Frank, a church youth worker in Englewood,
New Jersey, returned to summer in their home state, and discovering the beautiful
Lake Webb area were inspired to establish a camp as a character-building force
for young boys. Three times they rowed around the lake, returning each time to
the beautiful cove beach now claimed by Kawanhee Waterfront Departments.

Upwards of 5,000 men have experienced that same beauty in the sixty years of
Kawanhee's existence, and the ripples have spread to the far corners of the world.
It has been claimed that the call, "Oh, Kawanheeeeeeee! " has been answered in

the Harvard Yard, in airports, on board wartime ships, in English Commons, and
wherever very special men have met to renew their memories of summers spent around
Ceremonial Campfires.

George started coming to the Mt. Blue area in 1909 to seek respite from his
bothersome hay fever condition. During a visit to his cousin's home, a large
buck was shot when it invaded Burt Mitchell's garden. '"G.R.'", as his Kawanhee
friends came to call George, joined in the climb to the top of Mt. Blue for

a venison feed hosted by his family, and there saw Lake Webb for the first time.
"It was a breathtaking sight, don't you know, with two sailboats breezing along
near the Dummer brother's place, and that beautiful blue water. I made up

my mind then if I ever married I would return there, and in 1912 I did just
that!" And so, George began his long summer residency until his unfortunate
death on July 20, 1977, in the fire which destroyed the original Dining Hall,
and Eagle, Falcon and Birch Lodges.

Raymond C. Frank, actively engaged in Boy Scout work, accepted his brother's in-
vitation to come for a visit in 1917. Impressed by the natural setting also,

he joined the plan to build a boys' camp. With the successful purchase of the
choice sixty acres their hearts were set on, their endeavor was inevitably
launched.

Construction of the first buildings began with the Main Dining Hall, and Eagle

and Falcon Lodges in 1918, made possible with borrowed funds. The Herbert L. Berry
Rec Hall memorialized a friend's $5 000 loan made in the early years when seed
money was difficult to obtain.

Raymond and George got up some literature describing the benefits of Lake Webb,
guaranteeing a summer free from hay fever with a money-back offer if boys were
uncomfortable. They passed it around to some of their friends, ard in 1921
opened Camp Kawanhee with 16 hayfever boys, 4 from the East and 12 from Columbus.
The Dining Hall was not yet completed so they ate their July meals in Deer

Lodge, the present smaller wing, and moved into the new building in August.

The present Athletic Field, first seen planted with potatoes, was immediately
recognized as a perfect spot for all kinds of athletics. In the early days,
baseball was enjoyed by campers and counselors playing together to make a team.

The brothers' division of responsibilities seems to have centered around
Raymond's physical limitations which began with a boyhood bout with rheumatic
fever, and the different interests each man wished to pursue. Raymond handled
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